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the prevention and treatment of addiction, | write to express ASAM’s
support for Rep. Tonko’s Medicaid Reentry Act (H.R. 4005), which will
be considered during the Health Subcommittee’s April 11'" hearing
entitled, “Combating the Opioid Crisis: Improving the Ability of
Medicare and Medicaid to Provide Care For Patients.”

The risk of opioid-related overdose death dramatically increases in the
first days and weeks after an individual with untreated opioid use
disorder is released from jail or prison.' Providing treatment access
during incarceration and warm handoffs to community-based care
upon release can reduce this risk and help save lives. A recent joint
policy statement by ASAM and the American Correctional Association
(ACA) recommends that an individual’s reentry needs be addressed at
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least one month prior to release to avoid any interruption in treatment, as an immediate
appointment at an appropriate clinic upon release from incarceration is critical for treatment
continuity for persons with opioid use disorder.” Additionally, it recommends that treatment
induction for those individuals who choose medication treatment for their disease begin at
least 30 days prior to release. Passing legislation to facilitate pre-release treatment and
connections to community-based care for individuals released from the criminal justice system
should be a key part of a comprehensive Congressional response to the ongoing opioid
addiction and overdose death epidemic.

Mr. Tonko’s bill addresses this need directly by granting states limited new flexibility to restart
benefits for Medicaid-eligible incarcerated individuals 30 days prior to release. With this
flexibility, states would be able to facilitate access to medication treatment for inmates prior to
release and better coordinate care with community providers, allowing for uninterrupted,
evidence-based treatment for these individuals during a transition when they are at heightened
risk of overdose and death. This legislation does not expand Medicaid eligibility. ASAM is
pleased to support H.R. 4005, the Medicaid Reentry Act, and strongly recommends it be
included in any final opioid-related legislation package sent to the House floor.

Sincerely,

%‘%&l Cllb.

Kelly 1. Clark, MD, MBA, DFASAM
President, American Society of Addiction Medicine
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